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PROVOKING THOUGHTS OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL 

 
 

" Look, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David 

a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). 

Dear Confreres,  

 First of all, I would like to express my warmest and fraternal wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year 2018 to all of you. 

 Christmas leads us into a deeper experience of the love of God made visible in the Incarnation of 

the Word-made-flesh. God becomes human in Jesus to inflame our hearts with love for God and so that 

God’s love becomes visible and tangible.  It is this encounter with Jesus Christ which offers “the good 

news of great joy” proclaimed in Luke’s Gospel. The angel is clear – this joy is meant for all people. The 

joy of the Gospel is for all! This is also the message and challenge of Pope Francis to all religious men 

and women, he says, “where there are religious, there is joy”. At the heart of our witness and mission as 

Missionaries of Faith, we are called to radiate the joy of the encounter with Emmanuel, ‘God-with-us’. 

 To celebrate Christmas, is to proclaim in word and in action a deep respect for every human 

person. In a world that is darkened by the violence of hatred and prejudice, Christmas proclaims that every 

person is beloved of God. 

 It is the joy of the Gospel which attracts others to live the values of the Gospel. We cannot be sad, 

dissatisfied, fault-finding missionaries, for as Francis says, “a gloomy disciple is a disciple of gloom”. In 

the darkness of suffering, injustice and disappointment, can we find the light of joy which reveals the face 

of Christ? Perhaps the Christmas star can lead us to the child, and finding him, may we find one another. 

With joy we bring out the 9th issue of our News Letter aimed at keeping all the members informed 

of the various activities, undertakings and events that are happening in the various parts of the 

Congregation.   May we kindly remind everyone, especially the Provincial, Vice Provincial and 

Delegation Governance, to send us on time the news items to be published.  Let us, as one family, 

share among ourselves all our achievements and our endeavours. We always welcome the 

corrections and suggestions for the betterment. We regret also for the errors and omissions if any. 

May the good Lord grant us the grace to be credible and authentic witnesses of his love and mercy 

and a shining light for the nations. We wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and Grace filled 
New Year 2018.  

                                                                                                              Editorial Team 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
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 Pope Francis calls us to “wake up the world”, to become experts in communion, to move out of 

our ‘comfort zone’, to go out from petty squabbles and destructive gossip. Go out into the whole world – 

to the peripheries, to those who have lost hope, to families in difficulties, to young people and the elderly. 

In this call, I see the true sense of our mission in the Church today. For this reason, I encourage you all to 

“own” this message of the Pope, as if it was said to each of us personally. 

 May Mary Queen of Confessors of faith, accompany us on this journey of grace, joy and faith. 

 

               Rome, 08 December 2017 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception     

     

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATION 

 

The General Curia of Rome  

ENTRUSTING OF THE BASILICA OF SAN NICOLA IN CARCERE 

 

We are happy to inform everyone that H.E. Msgr. Angelo DE DONATIS, Vicar of His Holiness for the Diocese 

of Rome, has entrusted to the Missionaries of Faith the Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere in the centre of Rome. 

On 1 December 2017 Fr. Aldo SPEROLINI is appointed as the Rector of the said Basilica.  

San Nicola in Carcere ("St Nicholas in prison") is a titular church in Rome near the Forum Boarium in rione 

Sant'Angelo. It is one of the traditional stational churches of Lent. The first church on the site was probably 

built in the 6th century, and a 10th-century inscription may be seen on a fluted column next to the entrance, 

but the first definite dedication is from a plaque on the church dating to 1128. The titular of this Basilica is  

His Eminence Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski. 

The church was rebuilt in 1599, with a new facade by Giacomo della Porta (though the medieval campanile - 

originally a fortified tower, then adapted to a bell tower after being abandoned - was not altered). Stairs under 

the altar lead to the crypt and to the base of the former Roman temples. Beneath the high altar is also an ancient 

basalt bath tub containing martyrs' relics (Source: Wikipedia - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Nicola_in_Carcere).  

This innocuous-looking 11th-century church harbours some fascinating Roman excavations. Beneath the main 

church you can poke around the claustrophobic foundations of three Republican-era temples and the remnants 

of an Etruscan vegetable market. The temples, which were used as a prison in medieval times – hence carcere 

(prison) in the church's name – were incorporated into the church's structure as witnessed by the marble 

columns in the basilica's side. 

We hope that in the near future the bishop will entrust to us some other churches too.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Nicola_in_Carcere
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MEETING OF THE BENEFACTORS AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 

With a view of making known the various mission activities of the Congregation in the different parts 

of the world and also for getting new benefactors, a get together of some of the existing benefactors 

and friends of our Congregation was arranged by the General Governance, on 16 December 2017.  

The meeting took place at “Movimento FAC - Centro Nazareth” via Portuense – Rome.  There were 

about 40 people. The Superior General, Rev. Fr. Dajac Jesus, during his inaugural address, presented 

the charism and mission of the Missionaries of Faith and the participation of the laity in the apostolate 

of the Congregation. The Holy Mass was concelebrated by some of our priests and Fr. Domenico 

Borge, the Vicar General, in his homily proposed the figure of John the Baptist as an example of true 

witness and discipleship. The “Missionary choir of Cervaro Sr Regina” animated the Eucharistic 

celebration. At the concluding session a documentary on the various activities of our missionaries in 

the world was projected. The meeting ended with the christmas lunch offered to all present.  The 

participants were very enthusiastic about this meeting and requested to publish a news letter about 

the various activities of the Congregation.  

 

News from the Major Organisms 

 

DELEGATION OF NORTH AMERICA  

• Admission to Candidacy  

Bro. Joseph Dang Huu Ton was officially admitted to Candidacy during a solemn Eucharistic celebration at 

St. Louis, King of France Cathedral, celebrated on 26 November 2017 by His Excellency Most Rev. Gregory 

M. Aymond, Archbishop of New Orleans. 

ITALIAN VICE-PROVINCE  

• Nomination of the Delegate of the Superior General for the Vice-Province 

Keeping in view of the present situation of the Vice-Province and for providing a fruitful renewal of the Vice-

Province, Rev. Fr. Jesus Dajac, the Superior General, with the consent of the General Council, on 21 November 

2017, nominated Rev. Fr. Domenico Borge Delegate of the Superior General for the Vice-Province of Italy, 

donec aliter provideatur.  

MYANMAR VICE-PROVINCE 

• Diaconate Ordination  

Bro. Stephen Aye Min Thu was ordained deacon on 11 November 2017 at the vice-provincial house, Domus 

Mater Fidei, Doungankha, by His Excellency Rt. Rev. Msgr. Stephen Tjephe, the Ordinary of the diocese of 

Loikaw who presided over the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. There were 35 concelebrating priests.  45 

religious Sisters and relatives of the new deacon also participated in the solemn celebration. As part of the 

pastoral exposure program the new deacon is assigned in Doumyalay Parish of the diocese of Loikaw. 
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• Health Condition of Fr. Roberto Tin Aung 

Fr. Roberto Tin Aung, the vice-provincial secretary of MF Myanmar was hospitalized on 23 November 2017. 

He had a stroke which paralyzed the left side of his body. Currently he is at the hospital of Naypyidaw, the 

administrative capital of Myanmar. His health condition is slowly improving. He is still under the intensive 

care. We request your prayers for his speedy recovery. 

• New Aspirants 

For the vice-province of MF Myanmar, there are now three new aspirants who have completed their high 

school studies this year. They are now at Domus Mater Fidei, Doungan. Fr. Robert Nii Ni is temporarily 

assigned to take care of them. As preparation for the next stage of entrance exam before the philosophical 

studies, English, computer and music classes are organized for them. 

OCEANIA VICE-PROVINCE 

• Opening of “Hospice of St. Joseph” 

In the spirit of thanksgiving to the Providence of God, the Missionaries of Faith of the Vice-Province of 

Oceania wishes to announce the opening and blessing of the pleasant “HOSPICE OF ST. JOSEPH” at our 

Missionary Centre at Vaitele-uta, on Friday, the 12th of January 2018. His Holiness Pope Francis in his letter 

to religious for the Year of Consecrated Life wrote: “We must look to the past with Gratitude, live the present 

with Passion, and look at the future with Hope”. Advent season is a season of “Waiting with Patient Hope,” 

this is what our life as priests and religious is all about, to look to the best we have done in the past with 

gratitude, to continue to live our calling in the present with passion, and to hope that our future is in God’s 

hands. If the “community life” is the strength of our religious life, so even when we become old and sick we 

will always continue to live fully our spirituality and charism by living together.  

ST. PAUL’S PROVINCE, India 

• Post- Chapter Assembly 

The Province celebrated the post-chapter assembly on 21st November 2017.  It was aimed at giving a brief 

summary of VII General Chapter to the members of the Province. Most of the members of the Province were 

present at the meeting and it made them to have more clarification about the Congregation and its 

administration. Fr. Jose Michael, the Provincial Superior, welcomed the members to the gathering and invited 

the representative of each community to brief the gathering about the state of their community. Then he gave 

an overall view of the work of the General Chapter. He appreciated the able guidance of Rev. Fr. Jesùs Maria 

Palacìos, cmf., the Episcopal Delegate of the Vicar of Rome, who brought out the spirit of renewal in the 

Congregation of the Missionaries of Faith. He lauded the commendable hard work of the previous General 

Governance, which, along with Fr. Agostino Montan csj., worked in bringing about the charismatic renewal 

of the Congregation. The Provincial Superior called upon the members of the Province to study these 

documents so as to adapt the personal and community life style accordingly. In the afternoon session Fr. Jaison 

Kalathiparambil gave a detailed description of the various documents approved and clarified the doubts. Fr. 

Rejimon Devasya mf, the provincial finance officer, presented a detailed economic report from 2015 July to 

2017 March. 
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• Inauguration of the Grotto and the Multipurpose Hut 

The Province had the joy of the inauguration of the new grotto of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the premises of 

the provincial house, on 1st November 2017, upon the return of Rev. Fr. Jose Michael, the Provincial Superior, 

from Rome after the General Chapter. A small hut in the beautiful garden of the provincialate was also blessed 

and opened as a better ambience for those seeking counselling and consolation. The Provincial Superior 

thanked all those who worked for the realization of this project and the group of sponsors led by Mr. Ashbin. 

• School Anniversary Celebration at Longo 

St. Mary’s school at Longo celebrated its Decennial Anniversary on 9th November 2017. It is one of the most 

challenging mission stations among the tribals. The community also witnessed the fulfilling of one of its long-

awaited need of a vehicle. 

• Parish at Mulli 

The MSW (Master of Social Work) students of ‘Anugraha’ College of Social Sciences, had conducted ten 

days of awareness programme in and around the parish. It was really a life touching and life-giving event for 

the tribal people of Mulli Parish. 

 

ST. PETER’S PROVINCE, India 

• Annual Retreat for the Priests of the Province 

 

The Annual Retreat was conducted from 05-10 December 2017 at Nadipalli. Fr. Jaya Balan S.J., was the 

resource person for the retreat. On the last day, Most Rev. Dr. Jaya Rao Polimera, the Bishop of the Diocese 

of Eluru presided over the Holy Mass. 

• Laying of the Foundation Stone for the Grotto of Our Lady of Fathima  

The Foundation stone for the Grotto of Our Lady of Fathima, at Kistajigudem in Pallagutta Mission Parish, in 

honor of the Centenary celebration of the apparition, was laid by Rev. Fr. Prabhakar Vangala, mf, Provincial 

Superior, on 25 November 2017, in the presence of all the faithful and the parish priest Fr. Raju Dasari, mf. 

On 26th November 2017, the feast day of the Parish dedicated to Christ the King, Most Rev. Dr. Bala Udumala, 

Bishop of the diocese of Warangal, celebrated the Festive Mass and conferred the Sacraments of Holy 

Communion and Confirmation for 70 Children in the Parish. 

• Blessing of the Grotto of Blessed Virgin Mary  

A grotto in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Konijearla, Dharmajigudem Parish, in the diocese of Eluru, 

was blessed on 20 December 2017, by Most Rev. Dr. Jaya Rao Polimera, the Bishop of the diocese of Eluru, 

in the presence of  Rev. Fr. Prabhakar Vangala, mf, Provincial Superior and number of priests and faithful. 

VIET NAM PROVINCE 

• First Religious Profession 

The Viet Nam MF Province is happy to announce that on 13 January 2018 one novice will be making his first 

religious profession at the chapel of the Tan Hiep Community during a concelebrated Holy Eucharist presided 
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over by Rev. Fr. Michael Hoang Do Doc, the Provincial Superior who will be receiving the vows.  Hearty 

congratulations and prayerful wishes to the would be professed.  

• Taking up of the parish of Don Vang, Diocese of Hung Hoa 

The Missionaries of Faith of Viet Nam is happy to inform all the confreres that His Excellency, Most Rev. 

Msgr. John Maria Vu Tat, the Bishop of the Diocese of Hung Hoa, has entrusted to the Province the parish of 

Don Vang, initially for twenty years renewable. The agreement between MF Province of Viet Nam, 

represented by Rev. Fr. Michael Hoang Do Doc, the Provincial Superior and the Diocese of Hung Hoa, 

represented by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Maria Vu Tat, the local Ordinary, on 04 November 2017, at the presence 

of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Alphonse Nguyen Huu Long, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese and the newly assigned 

parish priest, Rev. Fr.  Joseph Tran Van Phuc.  This is the seventh parish in the diocese entrusted to the Province 

of Viet Nam.  Best wishes and prayerful support to the new parish priest and other members of the community.  
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